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Feetham's Angry Press Release Untrue 

 
- GSD Leader "flip-flopping" on important issues 

 
- Workers' Day press release distorted the truth for cheap partisan point scoring 

 
 
The statement by Danny Feetham on the May Day celebrations is a complete 
misrepresentation of reality designed to mislead the public. 
 
The reality is that the 1st May Workers Day events were introduced by the new 
Government after its election.  Before then, the party Mr Feetham leads took the position 
that celebrating Workers' Day on the 1st of May was not necessary, that no event was 
required on this day and that a long weekend was preferable.   
 
It is therefore surprising Mr Feetham is now so keen to speak this year at an event which 
he did not even think should occur when he was in Government with the GSD.  As with so 
many issues, Mr Feetham appears to have changed his mind on this flip-flopping from one 
opinion to another to suit his current political needs.  
 
Since last year the Government has organised an event on 1st May, given the importance 
that it attaches to the celebration of Workers' Day.  Last year the event was jointly 
organised with Unite.  This year, at Unite's request, the event was to be jointly organised 
by the Government with the newly reconstituted "Gibraltar Trades Council" ("GTC"). 
 
The GSLP has traditionally organised its own party political event on the eve of Workers 
Day, on 30th April. 
 
At the event jointly organised on the 1st May by the Government (and not any political 
party) and the GTC, the people of Gibraltar would be represented by the Government.  In 
such events speeches are delivered by the Chief Minister on behalf of the Government 
and people of Gibraltar. 
 



This has been the case in respect of such Government organised events at least for the 
whole time that the GSD was in office between 1996 and 2011.  This is therefore the 
position that Mr Feetham's party defended as correct and appropriate for sixteen years but 
which he now appears to think is incorrect and inappropriate because it affects him - a 
position which screams "do as we say and not as we did in office".  Again, as he has on so 
many other things, Mr Feetham appears to have changed his mind about what is correct 
and appropriate, flip-flopping from one position to another. 
 
In the circumstances, a decision by the GTC to invite political parties to speak at an event 
jointly organised by the Government, before consulting with the joint organiser, would have 
changed the practice of the past sixteen years if not longer.  The Government, when it 
clarified this position to Unite officers was assured that they would not wish to change this 
practice. 
 
The idea that any person in the current administration "had a tantrum" in respect of an 
organisational error which was easily fixed is therefore entirely incorrect and untrue.  Mr 
Feetham is therefore either lying or he has been misled.  He should have checked the 
facts with the Chief Minister before firing off yet another angry press release based on the 
hearsay and rumours he might wish to believe.   
 
As anyone who has worked with the current and past administrations will know, the time 
when the occupier of Convent Place had "tantrums" ended on the day the GSD left office 
on the 9th December 2011.  It does, however, unfortunately seem that the current leader 
of the GSD is as prone to throwing his toys out of the pram as his predecessor, something 
the public will certainly not be impressed by. 
 
In fact, Mr Feetham should recall that it was actually his party's previous leader who was 
infamous for telling the trade unions that they should not even meet with other political 
parties - actually requiring unions to "kowtow" to the GSD as a pre-requisite for doing 
business.   This position changed when the new Government was elected and basic 
democratic principles were re-established. 
 
It is equally untrue for Mr Feetham to continue to peddle the lie that political parties were 
excluded from the 1st May events last year.  As has repeatedly been said, the event last 
year as this year is a PUBLIC one, so that no-one is excluded from it.  Clearly, Mr 
Feetham is going to seek to lie his way through public life by distorting reality as much as 
possible in an attempt to cleanse his current party's undemocratic record of the shameful 
practices they pursued in office. 
 


